
IRVINE  BAY
YES, we’re proud of our stunning location on Scotland’s West Coast …but that’s only the beginning.
When you come to Irvine Bay you will find much more:

••••• enormous potential for service sector growth

••••• the ability to communicate quickly and effectively with the rest of the world, by road, rail, air or sea or by
using the  latest information technology

••••• a workforce that is multi-skilled and adaptable, ready to meet the needs of modern employers

••••• a  location with a strong identity where businesses prosper and people enjoy a quality of life second to none.



where the possibilities are endless

Irvine Bay is on the Clyde Coast just thirty minutes from Glasgow.  It comprises the former new town of Irvine, Kilwinning, Stevenston,
Saltcoats and Ardrossan and is close to the towns of Troon, Prestwick and Ayr. Together these towns have a population of over 100,000 and
within a two hour drive have access to over two million people.  It represents the hub of commercial activity in Ayrshire.

Irvine Bay has a diverse economy which in the past boasted a strong manufacturing base and now seeks to expand its current service sector
activities.

Irvine Bay is already home to major international enterprises including Glaxo SmithKline, Wilson Sporting Goods,  NACCO Materials Handling,
UPM Kymmene, Chemring Nobel Enterprises and Sigma Aldrich.

Foreign businesses from the USA, Finland, Sweden, Switzerland and France have all chosen to locate to Irvine Bay.



... and opportunities stretch for miles

Our excellent communications network means rapid access and fast export  routes.

AIR
Glasgow Prestwick International Airport is only ten
minutes drive away.  It is Scotland’s fastest growing
passenger airport, with the best weather record in
Europe and one of the UK’s longest runways.  There’s
a wide range of scheduled passenger flights to
London (ten a day), Cardiff and EU capitals including
Brussels, Paris, Oslo and Stockholm.   It is also a busy
air freight centre.
Only 30 minutes drive away is Glasgow International
Airport which handles over five million passengers
every year.

ROAD
Irvine Bay is minutes from the M77 which links
to Scotland and the UK’s motorway network.
There’s an internal network of modern dual
carriageway roads, including a newly
completed section to the seaport of
Ardrossan.

RAIL
A fast, modern fully electrified rail service
offers efficient and frequent services to
Glasgow (30 minutes), linking to the rest of
Scotland’s major cities and beyond.  All
stations offer half-hourly services; from
Kilwinning it’s every 15 minutes.

SEA
Ferries link Irvine Bay to the islands of Arran
and Cumbrae.  There’s also a regular fast
ferry service between Troon (less than
fifteen minutes away) and Northern Ireland.



WORKFORCE

You will find a readily available, skilled versatile workforce.  We are making inroads into an over-dependence on manufacturing.  Service
sector employment has increased from 65.6% to 73% over the last seven years.  Irvine Bay can boast an above average percentage of
employees in the high technology sector, 10% compared with 3% for Great Britain.

Local training providers assist staff training, both at work and with further education courses in academic and vocational skills.  Tailor-made
packages for recruiting and equipping a new workforce can be provided.

PROPERTY AND SITES

All the building blocks needed for growth are here in Irvine Bay. There’s a diverse property estate which is
competitively priced and easily accessible.
It meets every investment need, from distribution, industrial and commercial premises to brown and greenfield
sites.  We are well equipped to give advice on the type of location and property businesses need.   We have
been successful in attracting office-based investment including call centres.  Our joint venture company,
North Ayrshire Ventures, can and will build bespoke offices to Civil Service standards at rates considerably
less than the South of England. Come and see for yourself.  You will be impressed by the range of premises
and sites we can offer.

Investing & Innovating



EDUCATION

Irvine Bay offers the very highest standards of
training and educational facilities at every level.

Higher and further educational establishments are
firmly established in the area. James Watt College
of Further and Higher Education offers an extensive
range of vocational courses at its Kilwinning
campus. The College can also put together
packages for incoming employers who need to train
up newly-hired work forces. There are four
universities in the area - Glasgow, Strathclyde,
Caledonian and Paisley - all within easy travelling
distance.  In addition, there are industry-led training
centres to serve the needs of the local business
community.  The Business Technology Centre
based in Irvine gives guidance and support for
companies wishing to start a new business or
develop their software products.

Achieving & Succeeding

Our schools welcome everyone and are highly rated by Scottish Executive inspection teams.
They offer a wide range of subjects and have a specially designed English course for the
children of incoming overseas residents.  It enables families to settle in quickly and gain
full benefit from Scotland’s justly renowned education system.



where the possibilities are endless
IRVINE
BAY

HOUSING

Irvine Bay offers an extensive choice of competitively priced housing
with modern four-bedroom detached homes costing from £150,000.
Fast road and rail links to Glasgow are making the area even more
accessible and desirable.  So prices are rising and are likely to
continue strengthening in the future.

TOURISM AND LEISURE

North Ayrshire, leisure and sport go together.

We’ve already commented on our spectacular location.

Top quality hotels and guest houses, twenty fine mainland and island golf courses and the close proximity of
international tournament venues at Turnberry, Royal Troon and Prestwick bring visitors from all over the world.

The Firth of Clyde is one of the finest sailing waters in the World and its many harbours, ports and marinas, with
the Western Isles beckoning beyond, have firmly established the area as a base for cruising and racing.

Inspiring  & Exciting



Pioneering & Transforming

A78

A
76

A77

A71

M
7
4

A
77

A
70

A71

M
7
3

M
8
0

M
8
0

M
87

6

M8

A71

M
7
4

A737

A
7
3
7

A
77

A726
A725

A761

A
7
8

A8

M
8

A82

A82

M8

Rail Links

Lanark

To
Stir

lin
g

Cumbernauld

Motherwell

To Edinburgh

To EdinburghFalkirk

Saltcoats

Irvine

Troon

Kilmarnock

East Kilbride

Paisley

Kilbirnie

Largs

Hunterston

Deep Water

Port

Kilwinning

Dalry

Beith

Greenock

GLASGOW

Prestwick

M
77

M
7
7

A70

A
70 30minute

catchment

Road LinksTo
Carlisle

Ayr

Cumnock

A70

A
70 30minute

catchment

Road LinksTo
Carlisle

Ayr

Cumnock



This is a snapshot of what Irvine
Bay can offer  - it’s potential for
residents, visitors, inward
investors and their families.

We hope it demonstrates the
North  Ayrshire Commitment
to economic and social
regeneration.

 Where people make the difference

To find out more get in touch with our economic
development specialists.  They can be contacted at:

Economic Development Services,
Development and Promotion,
North Ayrshire Council,
Perceton House, Irvine KA11 2DE
Tel: 01294 225163 Fax: 01294 225178
email: aanderson@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.north-ayrshire.com




